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Notes of the Appleby Fair Multi-Agency Strategic Co-ordinating Group 
held on Monday 21 November 2016 

Attendance: Robin Hooper, Eden District Council (Chair) 
Mark Pannone, Cumbria Constabulary 
Billy Welch, Gypsy and Traveller Representative 
Bill Lloyd, Gypsy and Traveller Representative 
Matthew Neal, Eden District Council 
Daniel Evans, Cumbria County Council 
Kevin Crawley, Cumbria County Council 
Paul Walker, Eden District Council 
Mike James, Cumbria Constabulary 
Roly Earl, Cumbria Constabulary 
Elaine Lomas, Eden District Council 
Neil Buck, Eden District Council 
Simon Rowley, South Lakeland District Council 
Nick Wright, Cumbria County Council 
Terry Bathgate, Cumbria Constabulary 

Apologies: Steven Ramshay, Cumbria Constabulary 
Rob Melloy, RSPCA 
Robert Docherty, Eden District Council 

1. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

 The minutes of the meeting held on 19 September 2016 were agreed as a true 
record. 

2. On-Street Drinking 

 Paul Walker referred to the consideration of this matter by the meeting which had 
been held on 19 September.  He reported that following that meeting, further 
consideration had been given to the form of order that could be put in place in 
relation to those streets and area outside of the Masons Arms.  It was considered 
that a new Order could be put in place but would require consultation prior to it 
being formally adopted.  The consultation period would take between 4-6 weeks 
and ideally, a formal request would need to be received prior to the work being 
commenced in relation to that.  Paul Walker confirmed that it could only relate to 
land which was outside of the licensed premises.  A report could be presented to 
the Eden District Council’s Executive in January 2017 with a view to it going 
through the formal process and ultimately being adopted for the Fair in 2017. 

 It was noted that the issue resulting in the requirement to give consideration to the 
Order had been raised by local residents and also by the Parish Council.  This was 
as a consequence of a massive gathering point for Gypsy and Travellers outside 
the public house and on the public highway.  Drinking was taking place at that 
gathering in the street.  It was also understood that some on-site sales was taking 
place outside of the licensed area by somebody who was not licensed to sell 
alcohol.  It was noted that the licensee of the public house would continue to look 
after the public house and its curtilage including the gardens.  The Police said that 
it would wish to see an Order in place. It was also noted that Bill Lloyd also 
supported the Order in order to preserve the community safety and impact that 
requested and sign or signs to be put in place in the locality in order to give 
advance notice for anyone in the area so that they could avoid being placed in a 
situation of difficulty by not knowing and undertaking drinking in the area.  It was 
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also considered that Barry Cooper should place appropriate warning notices on the 
website. 

 In light of the consultation which was taking place at the meeting in which the 
Gypsy and Traveller representatives, the Police, Cumbria County Council, South 
Lakeland District Council and other representatives who were in attendance, 
supported the institution of a Public Space Protection Order.  A formal request 
would be made by the Police to Matthew Neal within the next two weeks enclosing 
copies of the documentation which had been received during the 2016 Fair where 
expressions of concern had been received.  Matthew Neal would then prepare a 
draft Order to go to the Executive and then on for consultation early in 2017. 

3. Appleby Fair Improvement Plan 2016-2020 

 A copy of the draft Improvement Plan for Appleby Fair was circulated.  It was noted 
that the Improvement Plan had been updated consistently through the eight years 
of it having been produced.  It was noted that various actions which had been set 
out previously had been undertaken.  The Plan as presented was agreed for 
adoption. 

4. 563 Bus, Grand Prix Services 

 Roly Earl reported that the present operators of the 563 bus service had advised 
that it was unable to continue the service which would therefore stop in December 
2016.  Whilst alternative providers were presently being sought, there were no 
guarantees as to what might happen in relation to this.  The situation was 
considered important that it should be kept under review in the event of any 
changes which might be needed for transport to and from the Fair and indeed past 
Appleby for the 2017 Fair. 

 Terry Bathgate posed the question about transport in general and reference to the 
railway line improvements which were being undertaken following the floods and 
Storm Desmond in 2015.  It was noted that the line should be open for use before 
March 2017.  It was considered that this item should be put on the agenda for the 
2017 February meeting so that it could be considered at that time. 

5. Control of Horses Act and Fly Grazing 

 Reference was made to a communication which had been received from various 
parties over the introduction of the Fly Grazing and the Control of Horses Act.  It 
was noted that Officers within Cumbria Constabulary had been trained in relation to 
this area of activity.  Roly Earl referred to guidance which had been produced in 
relation to this and he would arrange with Barry Cooper for a copy of that guidance 
to be put on the website.  Matthew Neal referred to further detailed guidance which 
had been produced for Northumbria and explained that he would be able to provide 
any further information should any member of the group wish to have it in the 
future. 

6. Eden Parish Forum 

 Elaine Lomas reported on activity which had taken place since the last MASCG 
meeting in September with the various Parish Councils. 

 Melmerby 

The agreement between the owner of the village green and the proposed new 
Melmerby Village Green Conservation Trust has still to be finalised. Subject to this 
going ahead, no significant changes are foreseen at this stage regarding use of the 
green as a temporary stopping place for 2017.  
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Alston 

Alston Moor Parish Council are to consider the responses from various 
representatives and working groups in deciding whether or not to implement any 
changes to the use of Tyne Willows as a temporary stopping place. An offer to 
attend a Parish meeting has been made by EDC/Police reps.  

Soulby 

It is noted that some flood defence work (bunding) has been implemented at 
Soulby which will have a knock on effect on the use of the area normally allocated 
for use by bowtops and for horse grazing. Copies of the photos clearly showed the 
flood barrier protection the bunding gave to the residential property. Although very 
few bowtops stayed there last year, it has in the past been a popular and well used 
stopping place. The bowtop area is still shown on the applebyfair.org website as a 
stopping location. An email has been sent to the Parish Clerk seeking confirmation 
as to plans the parish has for the 2017 fair so that the changes can be publicised 
well in advance.  

Cotemoor 

The contractor who provides the water bowsers at Cotemoor has indicated that it is 
no longer cost effective to do so because of the very limited number of people 
staying there in the last couple of years. Although numbers staying at any location 
can never be predicted beforehand, the number of caravans staying at Cotemoor 
immediately prior to the fair over the past couple of years has reduced from 150-
200 to around 15-20, then increasing slightly once the fair is underway. Enquiries 
are being made to see if anyone else would be willing to take over the bowser 
provision.  

There was a general discussion about availability and support for Cotemoor and 
importance of it.  The site is also part of South Lakeland pathway. 

7. Licensing 

 Paul Walker confirmed that he had spoken to the designated premises supervisor 
at The Grapes.  He would confirm that once the refurbishment works were 
completed in January, then the premises would be reopened ready for the Fair in 
2017.  He had also spoken to the designated premises supervisor for the Kings 
Head at Kirkby Stephen who was the same owner as the same named public 
house in Appleby.  This likewise, would be open for the 2017 Fair. 

 Reference was made to the request which had been received for an outdoor music 
event on land near to the Rising Sun.  A meeting had been arranged for the 
operator to meet with representatives from the Police, Highways and Licensing.  
However, the operator concerned did not turn up to the meeting.  It was considered 
that the operator needed to be pursued to find out whether or not a formal 
application would be made. It was noted that Paul Walker and Roly Earl would 
undertake that and report back as necessary. 

8. Communication Issues 

 It was noted that a new draft Communication Strategy would be produced and 
circulated for comments early in the New Year.  Any comments would need to be 
submitted to Barry Cooper.  This would be an item for formal consideration at the 
MASCG meeting in February.  It was also noted that there was little activity on the 
website or on Twitter etc over recent months in relation to the Fair.  However, Barry 
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Cooper would continue to keep this under review and if anything should arise he 
will advise colleagues accordingly. 

9. Highways Issues 

 Roly Earl reported that meetings had taken place over the roadside encampments 
and whether as a consequence of the review undertaken, a number of the posts 
and boulders which had been put in place on previous occasions would be for 2017 
and the future.  It was confirmed that as a consequence of the roadside 
encampment review, there would be a reduction in the number of posts of 15% in 
the South Lakeland District Council area and 40% in the Eden District Council area. 

 The reasoning for the reduction in the number of posts was down to the 
appropriateness of actually reducing the requirement for posts due to the impact on 
the areas not necessitating posts in all location.  It was considered where there 
would be high impact of parked caravans and vehicles in locations, then posts 
would continue to be put in place.  It was noted that this should be a cost saving for 
the County Council as a consequence. 

 Daniel Evans reported that consideration was continually being given to how safety 
along the flashing lane could be improved albeit a matter for those who use the 
closed road to secure that it was actually put in place.  There was a general 
discussion between those present about options for improving road safety generally 
on the flashing lane.  It was considered appropriate that a site meeting should take 
place.  Bill Lloyd, Billy Welch, Daniel Evans and Roly Earl would visit the site 
immediately after the meeting in order to see the various ideas in place which were 
being proposed. 

 The principal reasons for sectioning of part of the flashing lane in the previous year 
was in order to protect areas for pedestrians away from horses.  However, horse 
owners started to use the protected area as a corral for the horses which meant 
that the intentions of having a safety separated zone for pedestrians did not work. 

10. South Lakeland District Council Issues 

 Simon Rowley confirmed that in relation to South Lakeland, there would now only 
be one meeting per year which was scheduled to take place in March 2017.  He 
asked a question concerning the temporary Belay Bridge at Middletown and 
whether or not it would still be in place in 2017.  Daniel Evans confirmed that he 
would speak to Stewart about that and would report back to Simon as appropriate. 

11. Sale of Land at Scroggs Bank 

 Bill Lloyd referred to the previous meeting when information was provided about the 
potential sale of land at Scroggs Bank.  It was understood that the site continued to 
still be available and in which case, Bill Lloyd confirmed that he knew of some 
person who may be interested in acquiring it. 

12. Essex Police 

 Terry Bathgate reported that he had met with Officers from Essex Police and 
shared with them the best practice which had been built up at Appleby Fair.  In 
return he also received some ideas for potential inclusion in the management plans 
for the 2017 Fair.  It was noted that the Officers from Essex Police were pleased 
with the information they had received from Terry Bathgate. 
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13. Mike James 

 Terry Bathgate referred to the fact that Mike James was moving on from his 
present role.  He wished to have it formally recorded that the time and service that 
Mike had given to Appleby Fair over recent years should be noted.  Mike confirmed 
that he had prepared an action/work plan from the 2016 Fair which would be 
shared his replacement. 

14. Funding for Asset Purchases 

 Reference was made to the potential for raising funding amongst the Gypsy and 
Traveller community as well as others for assets which may become available that 
supports strategic operation of Appleby Fair.  In light of this, Bill Lloyd and Billy 
Welch would give consideration to how such a fund could be established and how 
the monies could be accounted for. 

15. Date of Next Meeting 

 The next meeting will be held on Monday 27 February 2017. 

The meeting ended at 2.55pm. 


