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Notes of the Appleby Fair Multi-Agency Strategic Co-ordinating Group 
held on Monday 19 September 2016 

Attendance: Robin Hooper, Eden District Council (Chair) 
Barry Cooper, Eden District Council 
Paul Walker, Eden District Council 
Roly Earl, Cumbria Constabulary 
Terry Bathgate, Cumbria Constabulary 
Rob Melloy, RSPCA 
Simon Rowley, South Lakeland District Council 
Neil Buck, Eden District Council 
Daniel Evans, Cumbria Highways 
Bill Lloyd, Gypsy and Traveller Representative 
Billy Welch, Gypsy and Traveller Representative 

Apologies: Elaine Lomas, Eden District Council 
Steven Ramshay, Cumbria County Council 
Mike James, Cumbria Constabulary 
Mark Pannone, Cumbria Constabulary 
Nick Wright, Cumbria County Council 
Robert Docherty, Eden District Council 
Kevin Crawley, Cumbria Highways 

1. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

 The minutes of the meeting held on 18 July 2016 were agreed as a true record. 

2. Feedback from the Public Meeting held on 18 July 2016 

 Copies of the notes from the public meeting which was held on 18 July were 
circulated.  There was a general discussion on the issues which had been identified 
in the notes.  It was agreed that each organisation should review its action plan and 
strategy for the 2017 Fair in light of the points which were raised in the notes and 
those actions which could be implemented as part of the plan for 2017 Fair. 

 There was a general discussion on what the costings were for the event and in 
particular, whether the costings for the Police for the harness racing were included 
within the cost envelope for the Appleby Fair or extra.  Chief Inspector 1547 
confirmed that the harness racing was an extra cost in policing terms from that set 
out in the Evaluation Report.  Indeed, the only costs which were included in the 
Evaluation Report were those for overtime payments for Police Officers rather than 
the normal day to day costs of all Police Officers that worked both on the event and 
also working prior to and after the event in phases 1, 2 and 3 for Appleby Fair. 

3. Draft Evaluation Report 2016 

 The draft Evaluation Report was approved for publication as amended.  The only 
amendment to the report was in relation to the financial information in relation to 
highways where the new figure was £46,513. 

 There was reference to roadside encampments and the fact that it was highly likely 
that in 2017 there may be a reduction of the work on infrastructure that may able to 
be put in place which might restrict roadside encampments in some areas.  This 
would need to be reviewed as time passed over the next few months. 

 There was a general discussion on the historical dates for the Fair and the number 
of people attending the Fair in 2016.  It was noted that in previous years, the Fair 
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had not always fallen at the same period of time as the Epsom Derby and it was 
possible that some of the Gypsy and Travellers who would otherwise come to the 
Fair had attended that event instead. 

 It was also confirmed that there had been no callouts or complaints about horses 
grazing on land without the owners’ consent. 

4. On-Street Drinking 

 Paul Walker reported that a request had been received from the Crown & Cushion 
to continue with the facility to enable drinking outside of the Crown & Cushion for 
2017 despite the fact that it had not been used as such for the 2016 Fair. 

 An issue had also arisen where alcohol had been drunk outside of the Miners 
Arms, Long Marton where the drink had been purchased off licenses and was in 
the form of cans rather than that which was served from the public house.  The 
cans, once they had been drunk, had been discarded in the general area causing a 
nuisance to residents in the area and also littering the streets generally.  Reference 
was made to the possibility of having a Designated Public Place Order for the area 
in view of seeking to restrict or at least provide the Police with an opportunity to 
restrict drinking on the public streets in that area or the depositing of refuse as a 
consequence.  There were two options which were available.  One was to set up a 
new Public Spaces Protection Order for Long Marton and the second options was 
to have a completely new Order for not only Long Marton, but also Appleby and the 
surrounding villages.  It was considered that the issues of displacement would need 
to be assessed as part of any strategy for making any Order and as a 
consequence, the Licensing Sub-Group should give consideration to all the various 
issues prior to reaching a conclusion.  The Multi-Agency Strategic Co-ordinating 
Group, at this stage, supported the Licensing Sub-Group continuing to work on the 
initiatives and to come up with a proposal which could then be implemented. 

 Reference was made to the Royal Oak and only one incident had been raised 
which had been dealt with during the Fair. 

5. Eden Parish Forum 

 Neil Buck reported on the activities which had taken place since the previous 
meeting on the various discussions and meetings that Elaine Lomas and Roly Earl 
had had with various Parish Councils and other local communities. 

 Long Marton – Powis Lane 

On 5 September 2016, Mike James and Elaine Lomas met with the owners of 
Butchers pasture, Powis Lane. During the lead up to the 2016 Fair, a total of 25 
caravans had stayed on their land at Butchers Pasture, Powis Lane, the first 
arriving on Sunday 29 May 2016, all left on Thursday 2 June 2016.  The field had 
been opened as a consequence of people turning up and expecting to stay on the 
roadside.  

This field will not be opened for the 2017 Fair as one of the groups had caused 
damage to farm property and left a lot of mess. The other group were market 
traders who subsequently moved on to the market fields, this group had caused no 
issues.  

Both groups have in past, camped along the roadside on Powis lane. It is possible 
that another smaller field may be opened by the same landowner along Powis Lane 
but this will be restricted to use for a few days only by the ‘trader group’ (approx 15 
caravans).  The location is outside the 1.5 mile planning/site licence zone policy (as 
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recently re-approved by MASCG on 20/06/2016).  As such no planning or site 
licence will be required, but any use would be kept under review as set out in the 
policy. The field would close to coincide with the start of the fair. 

In addition some 20 caravans stayed on the public bridleway known as the Old 
Roman Road, opposite the entrance to Powis House. This had caused no 
complaints, one of the regular occupiers staying at this location acts as gate 
keeper. Subject to this gentleman being present next year, it will be available for 
use. 

In is therefore likely that a minimum of 10 caravans will be displaced (Butchers 
Pasture) and possibly a further 20 (Roman Road) if the gate keeper is not present 
to control access. 

Long Marton Parish Council 

Mike James and Elaine Lomas attended a Parish Council meeting on 7 September 
2016 at Long Marton. 

Action taken prior to the 2016 fair to restrict the available stopping places along 
Powis Lane, had significantly reduced numbers staying on Powis Lane. This action 
had been taken due to the situation becoming unacceptable in recent years, with 
sheer numbers causing road safety concerns.  

Numbers staying along Powis Lane in 2016 peaked at 18 caravans on the 
Wednesday, the day before the start of the Fair.  This compared to 66 the previous 
year on the same day and 56 in 2014. However, in 2016 some 45 caravans stayed 
on the Old Roman Road bridleway (in Crackenthorpe parish) and on Butchers 
Pasture.  

Matters raised by the Parish Council included: 

 Some landowners of licensed sites are unhappy that unlicensed sites outside the 
1.5 mile zone policy (that had been explained by EL) do not provide facilities, 
with particular concern expressed about lack of toilets and disposal of rubbish - 
explained that there was a balance between the benefits provided by the small 
number of unlicensed off road sites which actually relieved some of the roadside 
pressures and helped with traffic safety; whilst making sure these did not give 
rise to other problems. All unlicensed sites are kept under review and if concerns 
arose about the operation of any site, then a review would be undertaken in 
accordance with the 1.5 mile zone policy. 

 Many of the calls to 101 to report caravans parked up against/behind the posts 
proved to be unfounded, with caravans actually parked within the areas allowed 
and only bowtops behind posts – suggest better messaging/information on how 
the restrictions work 

 There was a suggestion that the fair should be brought forward by two days to 
alleviate pressure on outlying locations, it also costs a lot for the licensed sites to 
hire facilities just for a few days - did not consider this likely and suggested this 
may simply result in earlier arrivals 

 Some issues at the pub with people drinking their own cans of beer and one 
person took a horse in the pub on the Saturday night 

 Good feedback received regarding the clean-up of Powis Lane 

 Good feedback received regarding the attitude and approach taken by the Police 
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 General consensus that that the ditch and bunds along Powis Lane had been 
very effective  

The Parish Council will meet in January to discuss whether any further action is 
necessary along Powis Lane 

Melmerby 

The Village Green Supporters Group that has previously been the point of contact 
in relation to Melmerby Village Green is to be taken over by a new group, Melmerby 
Village Green Conservation Trust.  The make-up of the group is expected to remain 
largely the same.  The village green is privately owned as opposed to parish owned 
and subject to the landowner supporting the continuing work of the new group in 
relation to Appleby Fair, no significant changes are foreseen at this stage regarding 
use of the green as a temporary stopping place. The importance of protecting 
particularly important and vulnerable parts of the village green such as the hay 
meadow and beck side will undoubtedly feature in any discussions.  

Murton 

A letter had been received from the Parish Council regarding the 2016 Fair. The 
Parish Council were complimentary regarding the swift clean-up of the verges in 
the Flakebridge junction area, along to Spell Hill.  

“The Parish Council was only aware of one occasion when the police had been 
called by a resident who was concerned about the presence of caravans in the 
parish.  Other regular visitors had not caused concern and had tidied up after 
themselves. 

However concerns had been raised about the safety of children playing in the road 
between the Flakebridge turning and the Spell Hill corner.  This caused hazards all 
round and may be a pointer towards developing a different strategy for this area.” 

The area around Spell Hill corner was posted and signed as a restricted area, 
however, on the Wednesday (day prior to the start of the Fair) a group of around 10 
caravans had stopped there, removing some of the posts.  A decision was taken on 
that day, based on the encampment assessment process, to leave them in situ.  

Alston 

No complaints were received during the 2016 Fair, however, the Parish Council 
had subsequently expressed some concern about the encampment at Tyne 
Willows. This related to the sheer numbers staying at Tyne Willows, also the fact 
that some of the horses on the school playing fields were untethered and allowed to 
roam at their will.  

A special group, the Tyne Willows Management Committee has been set up to 
discuss the issues, this committee is a joint one with the school.  They are going to 
discuss and consider the options, an offer has been made by Elaine Lomas and 
Mike James to attend a meeting. 

In relation to Long Marton, there was a general discussion about the impact of 
possible displacement in 2017 of some of the Irish Gypsies who had parked on a 
field unpermitted to do so during the 2016 Fair by the local farmer.  It was 
considered that there may be benefit in seeking to make contact with a 
representative of those Irish Gypsies so that a conversation could take place over 
what alternative locations may be available for them for the 2017 Fair in the event 
that they arrive a little early.  It was agreed that Barry Cooper would speak to Lisa 
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Housby about putting an appropriate article on Facebook or the website in order to 
try and make contact with the individuals concerned. 

6. Licensing Issues 

 Paul Walker reported that he had undertaken preliminary visits to premises in 
particular, to the Hare & Hounds which had not had full satisfaction of the area 
which it had available to it for outside drinking in previous years.  As a 
consequence, it was seeking to apply for an application to amend the Premises 
Licence which was yet to be received.  He had also met with the licensee of the 
Kings Head and it was noted that they would also be seeking an amendment to the 
licence to enable an outside bar to be applied for for the 2016 Fair. 

 Paul Walker referred to discussions he had had on communication from an 
individual who was seeking information about the possibility of having an outside 
event on a field close to the Rising Sun which may involve a disco and bar from 
9.00pm to 2.00am on various nights during the Fair for which a Premises Licence 
may be applied for.  The individual concerned had been advised to speak to the 
Police over this matter.  There was a general discussion amongst MASCG and it 
was noted that the Gypsy and Traveller community who attended the Fair may 
appreciate the opportunity of having such a facility being made available although 
care would need to be taken about the potential for any problems which might 
arise.  There was a discussion about the hours of operation and MASCG agreed 
that the hours of operation should be restricted to the same hours as the public 
houses in Appleby and the surrounding area which would mean that any event 
should finish at 11.00pm both for music and the serving of alcohol.  It was 
considered that the detail of policing for such an event should be costed and the 
details made available to the individual so that they were fully aware in their 
business planning of what the costs of holding such an event would be. 

7 Kings Arms, Kirkby Stephen 

 It was noted that the Kings Arms, Kirkby Stephen was on the market and that an 
expression of interest had been raised.  It was possible that there may be a new 
licensee at the premises for the 2017 Fair. 

8. Communications 

 Barry Cooper reported that communications were quiet at the present time on 
social media as well as generally.  There had likewise been little negative 
comments since the Fair.  Preparations were now underway for the 2017 Fair and 
details to go on the website would now need to be considered.  In relation to the 
consistent messages of discouraging people to come to Appleby or Eden in 
advance of the Fair, they would be included as in previous years perhaps with a 
slightly different format, but the justifications being the same as in the past. 

9. Highways Issues 

 Daniel Evans that reviews were being undertaken about the necessary roadside 
infrastructure which may be required generally as well as on the flashing lane for 
the 2017 Fair.  There had been a loss of approximately 40% of the fence posts 
from the 2016 Fair which was again a disappointment that these had been 
lost/stolen.  It was also noted that some solar panels from roadside signs had also 
gone missing.  The subsidence issue at Garbridge Lane had been dealt with. 
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10. South Lakeland Issues 

 Simon Rowley reported that the South Lakeland Group had met the previous week.  
It had decided that there was only a need to meet one a year which would take 
place in March.  The evidence from the fixed drop-in sessions which had taken 
place at the time of the 2016 Fair as that no-one had attended any of the six 
events, so these events would be stopped in future.  Staff would still be available 
and that would be publicised either by phone, email or at certain locations if 
members of the public wished to talk to them.  It was noted that Scroggs Bank site 
was for sale but there would be a restricted covenant in the sale details ensuring 
that the site could be made available for the Fair on an annual basis. 

11. Eden Valley Railway, Warcop 

 Roly Earl reported that he had been to see the operators of the Eden Valley 
Railway.  The land between Sandford and Appleby was still yet to be acquired and 
further actions would need to be undertaken prior to the railway being able to be 
provided as a park and ride facility.  The first Fair where this may be available may 
be in 2019. 

12. Activities for Review 

 Reference was made to several activities by bow top operators which may be 
something for the Police to review as part of the pre-planning and engagement with 
for the 2017 Fair. 

13. Appleby Town Council Contact 

 Billy Welch reported that Dot Anderton was now his point of contact at Appleby 
Town Council with matters associated with the Fair. 

14. Date of Next Meeting 

 The next meeting will take place on Monday 21 November at 2.00pm in the 
Whelpdale Room, Mansion House, Penrith. 

The meeting ended at 2.50pm. 


