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Notes of the Appleby Fair Multi-Agency Strategic Co-ordinating Group 
held on Monday 20 June 2016 

Attendance: Robin Hooper, Eden District Council (Chairman) 
Elaine Lomas, Eden District Council 
Neil Buck, Eden District Council 
Paul Dean, Cumbria Fire and Rescue 
Kevin Crawley, Cumbria County Council Highways 
Nick Wright, Cumbria County Council 
Robert Docherty, Eden District Council 
Mike James, Cumbria Constabulary 
Roly Earl, Cumbria Constabulary 
Terry Bathgate, Cumbria Constabulary 
Paul Walker, Eden District Council 

Apologies: Mark Pannone, Cumbria Constabulary 
Barry Cooper, Eden District Council 
Simon Rowley, South Lakeland District Council 
Trevor Marsh, Environment Agency 
Bill Lloyd, Gypsy and Traveller Representative 
Rob Melloy, RSPCA 
Dan Evans, Cumbria County Council Highways 

1. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

 The minutes of the meeting held on 23 May 2016 were agreed as a true record. 

2. Minutes of the Meetings held on 2, 3 and 4 June 2016 

 These were agreed as a true record. 

3. Appleby Fair Caravan Count 2016 

 Elaine Lomas reported that the caravan count had been carried out during the Fair.  
Numbers had been reduced by about 200 caravans.  There was slightly more 
caravans both motorised and bow tops parking outside the area this time than in 
previous years.  It was noted that some of the caravans had moved from the 
outlying areas onto Fair Hill and Winter field for the Fair.  Then other caravans had 
appeared in some of those locations, many of which were not occupied by people 
who were coming to Fair but more likely by people who were holidaying in the area. 

 The bow tops which in previous years had been on the Winter field had moved to 
Fair Hill this year and the occupiers had said that it was a good move for them to 
have made.  It was noted in the Market Field that there were an increase in the 
number of stalls and that knives and knife blocks were generally one of the larger 
number of product items for sale this year.  That was something which the Police 
would look at in future years. 

 Elaine Lomas circulated a schedule and breakdown of the number of caravans 
which had been recorded each day from 2008 through to 2016.  It was noted 
generally there was a reduction on a day to day basis than in previous years.  In 
terms of the detail for the 2016 Appleby Fair count attached to the minutes is a 
spreadsheet for the actual stall count carried out on Saturday 4 June 2016 as well 
as the number of caravans and bow tops in the Eden area over the period 2008-
2016 for the records. 
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4. Matters raised by Licensed Site Owners 

 Elaine Lomas reported that there were two or three concerns raised about private 
fields which had been used which were neither licensed nor had the benefit of 
planning permission.  In particular, there was one or two sites along the A685, at 
Warcop and also at Powis Lane.  There was a general view that getting the 
caravans off the roads onto fields where the owners cleaned up the litter was a 
positive action.  However, those licensed sites within Appleby had expressed 
concern about this.  It was noted in particular that concerns were being raised 
about the Powis Lane site.  Mr Kennedy, the landowner had advised that two 
groups of people had occupied the land at the Powis Lane site, one was by a group 
of stall holders who went onto the Winter field and the second group were a group 
of Irish Travellers.  There was a general discussion at the meeting about how the 
Irish Travellers had gone onto the land and it was noted that Mr Kennedy in future, 
whilst welcoming the market traders, did not wish to encourage others onto his 
land.  This was a matter for Mr Kennedy to deal with in the future at that time. 

 It was noted that the policy which was in place was to seek to license and have 
planning permission on those sites which were within a 1.5 mile radius of Appleby 
town centre.  Outside of that area, sites would be considered on their merit but 
generally, it would not be something where planning permission and licensing 
would be required unless it was expressly deemed necessary.  It was noted that 
the policy had been in place since 2008 and tolerated sites outside of it generally 
had worked well.  The Police considered that having such sites off roads helped 
with traffic safety and therefore was something which should not be discouraged. 

 There was a general discussion that the comments in particular about early arrivals 
onto the sites related to Fair Hill and the Dawson’s field where the arrivals generally 
had been believed to be by those who were operating the site.  However, whilst 
that was likely to be true for the Fair Hill site, Elaine Lomas still needed to verify the 
position in relation to the Dawson site. 

 It was considered that the times for arrival being 4.00am on the Thursday should 
not be varied unless it was considered necessary as a matter of public safety and 
highways safety by the Police at the commencement of the Fair as part of the 
phase two process. 

5. Letter from a Member of the Public 

 Reference was made to a letter which had been received by a resident of Temple 
Sowerby.  It was noted that the content of the letter generally was not supportive of 
the Fair and sought answers to questions about the engagement of the public 
authorities in relation to it.  It was considered that the comments made in the letter 
reflected comments which had been made over a period of time and which were 
outside the brief of the Multi-Agency Strategic Co-ordinating Group which was only 
centred on the regulation of the happening rather than the management of the 
“event”. 

6. Eden Parish Forum 

 Elaine Lomas reported on feedback which had been received from the various 
areas consequential upon the Fair having taken place. 

 Initial Feedback on Outlying Encampments 2016 

 Initial feedback to date from the various parishes suggests there was no significant 
issues in any area in Eden. The number of complaints received by both EDC and 
the Police were significantly down. 
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 Restrictions at outlying encampments and along roadside verges generally worked 
well at all locations and were respected and abided by in the main. Sgt Mike James 
and his team were extremely effective in managing the restrictions and in making 
sure that things went to plan.  

 Melmerby  

 Despite the negative letter to the Herald, very positive feedback has been received 
from Melmerby residents.  For the first time, the restrictions on the hay meadow 
were not breached despite there being a large number of horses, again largely due 
to the work of Mike James and his team and also the work done by the Village 
Green Supporters Group. Melmerby was extremely busy with 45 caravans and 36 
bowtops at the busiest point. Police and EDC will meet with village green reps to 
discuss plans for the 2017 fair.  

 Great Asby 

 The new restrictions put in place for 2016 worked well and feedback from the Chair 
of the Parish Council has been very positive. 

 A685 – Brough – Kirkby Stephen 

 Positive initial feedback received from the Kirkby Stephen clerk.  

 The provision of a portable toilet at Church Brough would appear to have been 
effective in eliminating use of the underpass as a toilet.  

 Warcop and Sandford 

 Email received from the Parish Council confirming the very positive feedback from 
the community and the gypsies who stayed in the village.  Specific mention that 
proactively dealing with issues with the TRO and fly grazing on the play area really 
helped to re enforce the agreed plan.  

 The only matter of concern raised was the damage and mess created by the 
encampment of bowtops at the Recycling Centre  

 Murton 

 A complaint was received about the encampment at the top of the hill on the 
Flakebridge to Hilton road where posts had been removed on Wednesday 1 June. 
A large amount of rubbish as usual was left by the encampment by the Flakebridge 
road end by the A66 flyover.  Feedback will be sought from the Parish Council. 

 Alston 

 Both Tyne Willows and the private field provided were very busy.  No official 
feedback received yet but no major concerns expected. 

 Long Marton (Powis Lane) 

 The ditch and bunding provide effective and numbers staying along the roadside 
were considerably fewer than the past few years. Positive feedback received from 
the Chair of the Parish Council.  Police and EDC will meet with Parish reps and 
also the owner of the private field that was opened to discuss the 2017 plans.  

 Soulby 

 Positive feedback received from several residents.  Very few caravans and 
bowtops stayed at Soulby this year and restrictions were observed.  
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 Cotemoor 

 Very quiet again this year with the majority of caravans arriving after the start of the 
fair and staying for the duration. Abuse of the skip provision was again a problem 
and in future it is suggested that skips are either not provided or only provided as 
and when rubbish has been collected up ready for the skip.  

 Please see attached for a breakdown of numbers staying at the more popular 
encampments and comparison of trends over the past few years. 

7. Licensing Update 

 Paul Walker reported on the events which had taken place at the various public 
houses during the course of the Fair.  It was noted that the Crown & Cushion and 
the Hare & Hounds had not traded as well as they had hoped for during the Fair.  
The other premises seemed to have traded reasonably well.  There was a concern 
that somebody had taken horse and foal into the Mason’s Arms during the Fair and 
the individual concerned had subsequently been barred from attending the pub in 
the future. 

 The Police advised that there were six calls for service to the Manson’s Arms and 
each of them was dealt with and it was all minor activity. 

 Reference was made to the proposal at the King’s Head to have a VIP room but it 
was understood that that had not worked well.  The Grapes was now to close for 
refurbishments and it was thought that the pub would be open again for next year. 

 Reference was made to the pedestrian route around the Hare & Hounds and it was 
noted that this should be kept under review in 2017 to ensure that one was in place 
suitable for pedestrians. 

8. Highway Matters 

 Kevin Crawley reported that all had gone well and 70% of the posts which had 
been used had now been collected.  There was a question which he needed to 
discussed with the Eden Local Committee over what level of activity the Committee 
would be able afford in 2017 and in future years.  The issue of the initiative in the 
flashing lane seeking to segregate the pedestrians from those users on the road 
had not worked well and the fencing which had been put in place had been 
damaged by people in that general area.  Consideration would be given as to what, 
if any, other measures should be put in place for 2017 and beyond. 

9. Large Horse Trading 

 It was noted that during the Fair, Sergeant John Chambers had discussions with 
Tom Harker over the trading of black and white horses and whether or not an area 
could be identified where such trading could take place.  It was noted that this may 
be something which John Chambers would continue to review and report back to 
MASCG as appropriate in future. 

10. Gold Command Leads for 2017 

 It was noted that there was unlikely to be any changes in the leads from the Police 
for 2017.  In relation to Eden, there would be a review of the relevant leads at the 
Eden Officer meeting in July and a report would be made to MASCG in July. 
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11. Review of Section 34 and Section 60 Authorisations 

 It was noted that Robin Hooper had had a discussion with the Police and Crime 
Commissioner over the value of carrying out a review of the use of the Section 34 
and Section 60 authorisations.  It was considered that there was some value in 
reviewing the circumstances behind the issuing of such authorisations and the 
actions which were taken subsequent to that as well as the engagement of the 
Multi-Agency Strategic Co-ordinating Group and others in the processes which had 
been followed.  It was also considered that the events on the A66 which reflected 
the work which had been done through the authorisations which had been issued 
should also be assessed as part of the review and this would be something which 
the Constabulary would give some thought to how and when that could be done as 
appropriate in order to reflect upon any learning which had taken place which could 
result in any changes should it be necessary to operational policing in the future. 

12. Date of Next Meeting 

 The next meeting will be held on Monday 18 July 2016 at 2.00pm in the Whelpdale 
Room, Mansion House, Penrith. 

The meeting ended at 3.00pm. 


