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Notes of the Appleby Fair Multi-Agency Strategic Co-ordinating Group 
held on Monday 23 May 2016 

Attendance: Robin Hooper, Eden District Council (Chair) 
Elaine Lomas, Eden District Council 

 Paul Walker, Eden District Council 
Daniel Evans, Cumbria County Council 

 Kevin Crawley, Cumbria County Council 
Neil Buck, Eden District Council 
Mike James, Cumbria Police 
Roly Earl, Cumbria Police 
Terry Bathgate, Cumbria Police 
Billy Welch, Gypsy and Traveller Representative 
Bill Lloyd, Gypsy and Traveller Representative 
Mark Pannone, Cumbria Police 
Barry Cooper, Eden District Council 
Paul Dean, Cumbria Fire and Rescue 
Paul Walker, Eden District Council 
Nick Wright, Cumbria County Council 

 Rob Melloy, RSPCA 
 Nick Griggs, NWAS 
 Simon Rowley, South Lakeland District Council 
 Trevor Marsh, Environment Agency 

Apologies: Carol Davies, NWAS 
Kevin Johnston, Cumbria Fire & Rescue 
Steven Ramshay, Cumbria Constabulary 

1. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

 The minutes of the meeting held on 18 April 2016 were agreed as a true record. 

2. Matters Arising 

 Settle-Carlisle Line 

 Final arrangements have still to be confirmed, but it is expected that trains will run 
to Langwathby, with a coach service operating from Kirkby Stephen and 
Langwathby, there will be no coaches running from Appleby during the Fair. Once 
confirmed, the applebyfair.org website will be updated. 

 Car Parking 

 The playing fields at King George field will now be available for car parking. The car 
park plan amended by Bill Lloyd will therefore have to be amended again. 

3. Pre-Event Public Meeting 

 The pre-event meeting would take place this evening at 7.00pm at the Public Hall, 
Appleby. 

 The Upper Eden Neighbourhood Forum meeting had taken place in Kirkby Stephen 
on 10 May and the notes had been circulated.  The main topic giving rise for 
concern was illegal fly grazing in fields.  Bill Lloyd offered to produce notices for 
field gates, but this would require action to be implemented if horses were 
subsequently put into fields without permission. Rob Melloy said illegal grazing was 
not an animal welfare issue and was a big drain on officer resources. The message 
to landowners is that they need to protect their own fields. Bill Lloyd will liaise with 
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the Police on the matter to identify practical measures that could help address the 
problem. 

 The post-Fair meeting would take place on Monday 18 July at the Public Hall, 
Appleby. 

4. Agenda for Meetings during the Fair 

 It was agreed that he format for the agenda for the daily meetings during the Fair 
would be similar to previous years.  The meetings would commence at 9.30am 
each day from Thursday to Sunday. There would be no meeting on Monday unless 
there was found to be an operational need. 

5. Health and Safety 

 Robin Hooper had circulated a recent Supreme Court decision re-emphasising 
employers’ duty to provide suitable personal protective equipment for employees, 
as regards appropriate footwear and clothing is available and used. A reminder was 
also issued to ensure risk assessments were up-to-date. 

6. Update on Hare & Hounds and Crown & Cushion Opening 

 The Hare & Hounds and the Crown & Cushion had asked to extend their outdoor 
drinking areas beyond that allowed in previous years, extending into pedestrian 
areas. The Highways Authority have no facility to permit the closure of the 
pavement for the purpose intended.  

 The Town and Police Clauses Act 1847 could be used by EDC to close the area 
from 6pm to 11pm, thus extending the Police closure already in place for the street 
market.  Signage for this closure is available and will be put in place by Police 
Officers.  

 A 1.5 metre footway will be maintained at both the Crown & Cushion and Hare & 
Hounds as indicated in version 5 of the plan drawn by the Police.  

 The overall view was that there was a wish for the pubs to be open, but this has to 
be done legally.   

7. Eden Parish Forum 

 The message to deter early arrivals continues to be effective and numbers arriving 
early are reducing year on year. Currently there are just 14 caravans and bowtops 
within Eden (6 at Powis Lane, 3 near Belah, 2 at Watergate Bottom, 1 at Great 
Asby and 2 bowtops at Alston).  This compares to 24 at the same point last year 
and 55 in 2014.  

8. Licensing Update 

 Paul Walker reported that on licence premises open to the public and signed up to 
the Charter were: 

 Bojangles, Crown & Cushion, Eden River Café, Grapes, Hare & Hounds, Kings 
Head, Masons Arms, Midland Hotel, Royal Oak, Stag Inn, and at Kirkby Stephen, 
the Black Bull, Kings Arms, Social Club, Pennine and White Lion.  In addition the 
Bridge at Appleby and Three Greyhounds at Great Asby would be open but had not 
signed up to the Charter.  

 Premises with outside consumption areas are: 

 The Hare & Hounds, Royal Oak, Kings Head, Midland Hotel and Crown & Cushion 
(still to be confirmed) 
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 SIA registered security personnel will be deployed to premises within the town 
centre from Friday to Monday 12 noon until midnight.  They will support licensed 
premises in the following: protection of property and staff, dealing with outbreaks of 
disorder or other incidents, regulation of numbers (when requested to do so) and 
assistance with closing the premises at the end of the evening. SIA staff will wear 
high vis apparel so as to be visible to the police and those working in licensed 
premises.  

 Premises using CSP part funded SIA security personnel: 

o Grapes (2 door supervisors and 2 stewards) 

o Hare & Hounds (2 door supervisors) 

o Royal Oak (3 door supervisors) 

o Kings Head (3 door supervisors and 2 stewards) 

o Crown & Cushion (3 door supervisors) (To be confirmed) 

 Pub watch radios will be distributed by the police to participating premises to allow 
communications between security personnel, DPS and police.  

 Grapes Update: 

 The personal licence application for the new DPS has been processed.  The 
premises licence will transfer to Northern Trading Cumbria Ltd.  The premises will 
open on 2 June.  They will be using door supervisors that day. 

 Kings Head Update: 

 The DPS of the Kings Head proposed an outside bar in the garden to the rear of 
the premises.  This area is covered by the premises licence, but is not marked as 
an area for retail sale.  The DPS has been advised not to proceed with the 
proposal. 

 Street Trading Consent Update 

 The application for Street Trading Consent from ACAT has been received and 
processed. 

9. Communications 

 Barry Cooper reported that there had been a positive reaction to social media 
messages.  A press release would be released this week to include an update on 
public transport. This would be followed by a press release at the start of the Fair to 
cover entry to Fair Hill.  

 Press meetings would follow the morning MASCG meetings at 10.00am.  

 Any information for the website should be forwarded to Barry.  It was emphasised 
that any concerns re animal welfare need to be reported to the RSPCA or via 
MASCG, rather than through social media, to ensure appropriate intervention could 
be taken at the time. 

10. Highways Issues 

 Dan Evans reported that all posts were now in place, with the exception of 
Townfoot at Alston, which was due to be carried out tomorrow. 

 An advisory 40mph limit on the A685 would be in place.  

 Garths Head road would be one-way North to South, due to wall damage. Road 
markings in Appleby Town are to be renewed.  
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 The restrictions as a result of ditches and bunds along Powis Lane, Long Marton 
have been published via social media.  

 Billy Welch raised concern about the lack of signage along the A66 from Scotch 
Corner to Appleby alerting motorists to horse drawn vehicles heading to the fair 
which would normally be in situ at this time. Dan Evans will look into this with Kier, 
the thought was that Kier would not be putting signs out until 28 May for one week, 
this may be insufficient given the duration of likely travel. 

11 South Lakeland Working Group 

 The only encampment in South Lakeland was a group of four bowtops at Devils 
Bridge, they arrived on 22 May. Very few Travellers appear to be on route yet in 
Yorkshire or Lancashire. Simon Rowley reported that work was being done by 
Highways at the temporary bridge at Middleton to make it more horse friendly. 

 A public meeting at Barbon had been very poorly attended and any issues raised 
tended to be similar to previous years. 

12. Any Other Business 

 River Eden, Appleby 

 Trevor Marsh mentioned that depth and change to the riverbed following the floods 
was an inevitable consequence and a number of blocks had been noted in the river 
at Appleby, it was OK to remove these.  

 Rob Melloy confirmed that the river ramp was in place and reported that the 
RSPCA had pulled out a considerable amount of scrap metal from the river. The 
riverbed would be checked again prior to the fair. There was some steel reinforced 
concrete that had proved impossible to move but this was not located in an area 
likely to cause any problems. Bill Lloyd thanked the RSPCA for their good work in 
clearing the river and asked that this be publicised. 

 Mains Water Supply 

 Elaine Lomas reported that a couple of leaks in the mains water supply along Long 
Marton road were evident and these may compound the already poor water 
pressure in the area, in particular the pressure at the tap near to the Rising Sun 
was notably poor. Elaine had reported the matter to United Utilities and asked that 
the leaks be repaired prior to the fair.  

13. Date of Next Meeting 

 The next meeting will be held on Monday 20 June 2016 at 2.00pm in the Whelpdale 
Room, Mansion House, Penrith. 

The meeting ended at 3.40pm. 


